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PARC Formalizes
Organizational Status

Nearly two years after the first meeting
of its steering committee took place, the
Palestinian American Research Center
(PARC) has become a reality thanks to
the hard work of the committee and the
enthusiastic support of its members.

PARC emerged out of the conviction:
shared by several scholars that although
the Palestinians have been the focus of
world attention and a considerable
amount of scholarly writing for decades,
no American center or organization
existed that promoted Palestinian
studies. In this spirit, the steering
committee first met in the spring of
1997 to lay the groundwork for such a
center — PARC. '

The committee moved to draft a mission
statement and articles of incorporation.
After much hard work by the committee
and co-presidents Dr. Philip Mattar and
Dr. Ann Lesch, PARC carried out its
initial fundraising campaign and was
established as a non-profit organization
in the District of Columbia by the fall of
1998. This past October, the committee
hired a part-time director for the
Center’s U.S. office, Dr. Michael
Fischbach.

PARC has also taken steps toward
hiring a director for the Jerusalem office
it hopes to open by the fall of 1999.

PARC intends to apply for membership
in the Council of American Overseas
Research Centers, a federation of
similar scholarly organizations.
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PARC is “off and running,” and
looking forward to the future!

The building housing PARC’s new
U.S. office at Randolph-Macon
College in Ashland, Virginia south of
Washingion

PARC Opens U.S.
Office Near D.C.

In January of this year, PARC moved
beyond the planning stages, beyond its
legal existence on paper, to a new level
when it opened its new U.S. office in
Virginia just south of Washington, D.C.
Thanks to the generosity of Randolph-
Macon College, PARC Director Dr.
Michael Fischbach opened the doors of
PARC'’s stateside administrative office
and commenced operations. PARC’s
office is now Iocated on the beautiful
campus of Randolph-Macon College in
Ashland, Virginia, 90 miles south of
Washington and 12 miles north of
Richmond just off Interstate 95. (cont.)
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PARC Aims to
Solicit First

Fellowships in the
Fall of 1999

PARC aims to solicit proposals for its
first fellowships this coming fall. The
PARC steering committee hopes to be
able to provide several fellowships to
assist scholars engaged in research in
Palestinian affairs. PARC is particularly
interested in helping fund research that
will expand the field of traditionally
understudied aspects of the Palestinians,
such as sociology, health, the arts,
géography, archaeology, religion, and
urban planning, to name a few.

The PARC steering committee places a
high priority on turning around as many
of the funds PARC receives into
fellowships as possible, and encourages
interested scholars to watch for
announcement of the fellowship
solicitations.

Special Thanks!

PARC extends its special thanks to the
following contributors:

Patrons ($1,000-5,000)
Mrs. Harley C. Stevens gt

Founding Members ($250) -

Laurie Brand, Charles Butterworth,
Lawrence Davidson, Mary Ellen
Lane, Ann Lesch, David Lesch, Philip
Mattar, Farhat Ziadeh

PARC is also grateful to Brenda Martin
and Susan Hees for help with in
producing this newsletter.

Web Sites of
Interest

A regular feature in each issue of the
PARC Newsletter will be a listing of
web sites relating to Palestinian studies.
In this way, PARC hopes to assist
scholars studying the Palestinians locate
useful information on the internet.

— UNISPAL

http://domino.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF?0
penDatabase

This exhaustive site contains the UN
Information System on the Question of
Palestine The site allows the researcher
to search for almost any document
relating to the Question of Palestine
ever issued by any UN agency. The site
can be searched by date, title, subject, or
body of issuing. It also contains maps.
This is an indispensable site for those
interested in Palestine before the United
Nations.

— Bir Zeit University’s “Our Voice”
http://www.birzeit.edu/ourvoice/index.

This is an online collection of research,
viewpoints, and analysis on current and
historical topics ranging from politics to
religion to architecture from Bir Zeit
University staff and students.

— ARIJ (Applied Research Institute —
Jerusalem)

_http://www.arij.org

This site contains information on
environmental issues in Palestine,
including research papers, maps, and
environmental profiles of Janin, Nablus,
Ramallah, Jerusalem, Jericho, Hebron,
and Bethlehem. (continued next page)

The State of
Palestinian Studies
Today

In the recent years since the onset of the
Oslo peace process and the rapid spread
of the internet began affecting the
scholarly study of Palestine and the
Palestinians, scholars interested in
Palestinian studies have begun taking
stock of the state of the field and
establishing agendas for the future.

The result has been a series of
questions, challenges, and action.
Within Palestine, the establishment of
the Palestinian Authority (PA) in 1994
as a result of the Oslo Accords has

altered the ability of Palestinian scholars

to conduct research. The redeployment
of Israeli troops from parts of the
occupied territories and the creation of a
PA civil administration has led to the
growth of Palestinian academic centers
and scholarly publications. The internet
age has also affected the situation, with
numerous organizations and
associations in Palestine now having
web sites.

Outside of Palestine, new questions
about Palestinian studies have emerged.
Such questions drew dozens of scholars
to the University of Chicago in
February to a conference entitled “The
Uncertain State of Palestine: Futures of
Research.” The conferees, including
Palestinians, Americans, and Israelis,
not only presented and discussed papers
but also wrestled with the applicability
of such concepts as post-coloniality to
the Palestinian situation.

PARC was founded precisely to assist
scholars as they confront new research
agendas. Watch for information in
future editions of this newsletter.



